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A $200 million WBAF fund was announced today at the 2018 World Congress. 
The Unity Group Venture Capital arm is investing $100m in small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in conjunction with the World Business Angels Investment Forum in 2018. In conjunction with the WBAF, the Unity Group is currently raising a second round of $200m that will have twice the impact in 2019. This fund will be known as the WBAF Fund.

(Istanbul) Unity Group Venture Capital arm known as ‘Accelerated Venture Capital’ is pleased to announce a joint venture with World Business Angels Investment Forum (WBAF) to invest $100m in Small to Medium sized Enterprises (SME’s) within the global WBAF network in 2018.  

This partnership represents part of a wider strategy to help facilitate the growth and scaling of SME’s through the injection of capital and the use of the agglomeration model pioneered by The Unity Group to create liquidity and shareholder value.

The businesses targeted will be from all sectors and all geographies covered by WBAF and will be well established, debt free, profitable ($1m+) and well led.  Up to 5x of their last years profit will be made available to invest in those companies to help them scale up.  These companies will also use this opportunity to go public by using the agglomeration strategy and allowing early stage angel investors to see growth and results from their initial support in a much shorter time frame.
Through its wide reach and connections, WBAF will help to identify companies that match the criteria and facilitate the introductions to support this initiative.


In conjunction with WBAF, Unity Group is currently raising a second round of $200m to have twice the impact in 2019. This fund will be known as The WBAF Fund.

Commenting, Founder Accelerated Venture Capital, Callum Laing, said:
“We are very excited by the opportunity to work more closely with the World Business Angel Investment Forum and their extensive network of High Commissioners and Governments around the world.”

“The $100m of funds which will go to these great small and medium sized businesses that have a proven track record of successful execution but are missing out on exciting opportunities to expand through a lack of finance.  WBAF is the perfect partner to help us find the right companies.”

Chairman of World Business Angels Investment Forum, Baybars Altuntas, added:
“In the past, inventions were important for the economic development of societies. In the 21st century, however, it is not invention but innovation that counts.  Accelerated Venture Capital innovation in finance will help many businesses within the WBAF network to fast track their own innovation.  This funding will lead to significant growth and job opportunities for 20 or so companies we are looking to identify as recipients of these funds in 2018.”

“Also, as a network of Angel’s we are grateful to see initiatives like this that create opportunities for Investors and allow them to reap the rewards of investing in and supporting fledgling businesses.  It is essential to the entrepreneurial ecosystem that Angels be rewarded for their support”

	
	

	

	
Editor’s Notes
EVENT AND SPEAKER DETAILS: Further details on the event, including the event agenda, speakers and proposed topics call all be found at http://www.wbaf2018.istanbul/



	

	
About the World Business Angels Investment Forum
The World Business Angels Investment Forum (WBAF) is an international organisation aiming to ease access to finance for businesses from start up to scale up, with the ultimate goal of generating more jobs and more social justice worldwide. It is committed to collaborating globally to empower world economic development by creating innovative financial instruments for innovators, startups, and SMEs. The Forum interacts with leaders in all areas of society, first and foremost in business and political spheres, to help assess needs and establish goals, bearing in mind that the public interest is of paramount importance. WBAF engages a wide range of institutions, both public and private, local and international, commercial and academic to help shape the global agenda.

www.wbaforum.org

About The Unity Group
Unity Group is a boutique Private Equity firm specialising in Mergers and Acquisitions and pioneers of the Agglomerate methodology by which small to medium sized businesses can leverage the public markets to scale.  Unity Group was founded by Jeremy Harbour.
http://unity-group.com/
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